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ACL Final - ist Leg 


A view over the terraces on 


a Wanderful night 


ather than take my usual place on the terraces 

in Bay 58 of the RBB, a different part-time role 

associated with media was taken for this huge 
atch. 


Sitting next to me was the delightful Yumi Oba of Japa- 
nese origin, now permanently residing and working in 
Sydney. Covering the game for the Japanese Entertain- 
ment paper “Cheers”, we found about another common 
role to provide media at the Asian Cup in January. This 
included shared great anticipation for the game between 
Japan and Palestine in Newcastle, which promises to 
provide exciting visual and cultural expression involving 
many thousands of fans in support of their respective 
teams. 


Being able to focus on the unfolding ebbs and flows, ten- 
sion and drama of this ACL final from a very different 
perspective was almost surreal. This included observing 
the RBB’s remarkable active support putting on a sus- 
tained display of synchronised vocals and visuals. Their 
contribution is like no other in Australian and perhaps 
even Asian football. Iconic images capture the essence 
of this football tribe in calling for the “Who do we sing 
for?” response from the rest of the stadium. 


The mood and intensity of the home fans went up to 
even higher level once Tomi Juric scored from a sublime 
cross by Antony Golec. Not sure what the reaction 
would have been had the former scored a second only 
minutes later rather than hit the upright. 


Satisfied yet not carried away with the victory, the reac- 
tion of both coaches at the post match media conference 
was restrained, respectful and mostly positive. However, 
there were understandably some differences in the body 
language with Tony Popovic seemingly more at ease and 
self assured. 


It was great to catch up with Matthew Spiranovic who 
had come off the bench in the second half and quickly 
looked so poised on and off the ball. 


Having to overcome a serious injury picked up at Brasil 
2014 for the Socceroos, he informed that “the aim was 


By Pablo Bateson 


always going to be getting right for these ACL games”. 


Matthew acknowledged the fantastic support of every- 
one involved to get him back on the park including “my 
surgeon, the physios, club staff, my family and friends”. 


About a possible recall for next month's international 
“obviously, I'd love to be back playing for the Socceroos 
against Japan next month” 


“It felt good tonight, even though you worry a bit 
beforehand about feeling a bit rusty and how the body 
might feel first game back”. 


Ante Covic who produced yet another outstanding 
goal keeping performance was then left to best sum up: 
“They (Al Hilal) are a quality side, but we are confident 
we can do what is 

needed to complete the job in Riyadh”. 


Feedback and comments encouraged via Twitter @ 
PabloFootball 


Pablo is travelling to Riyadh for the second leg of ACL 
final. Look out for his exclusive reports and photos on the 
latter in the next edition of GW. 
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SCOREBOARD "= 


W D L F A ts Last 5 matches 

1 Melbourne Victory 3 2 #71 +O 10 4 46 7 WDW 
2 sydney FC See el ey FG 3S eo or WWD 
SAdelaide United 3 2 1 0 5 2 +3 7 WDW 
AWellingtonPhoenix3 2 QO 1 7 4 +43 6 WWL 
5 Perth Glory 3 2 0 1 5 5 40 6 LWW 
6 Central Coast | | | Os LW 
7Melbourne City 3 O 2 1 4 7 -3 2 | DD 
SNewcastle Jes 3 0 1 2 2 6 -4 1 [Dele 
QWesternSydney 2 O 0 2 3 7 -4 =O Be 

lO Bisbane Roar 3" 0 0 3 8 fF 4 LL, 


Adelaide United 2 (Sergio CIRO 18’, Awer MABIL 67’) 
Perth Glory 0 


, P 
re EOAL SCORERS 
B. Berisha Melb Victory 


4 
Brisbane Roar 0 7 
A-League Title 2014/15 
Sydney FC 1 (28’ Janko, 54’ Dimitrijevic) che = ae nae ; : 
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane Melbourne Victory 5.00 . oe Se 
” Referee: Peter Giaah Adelaide United 5.50 M. McGlinchey Wellington 3 
’ Sydney FC 5.50 A. Thompson Melb Victory 3 
f= Crowd: 14,141 yea) : 
=< Melbourne City 8.00  M. Bridge Wanderers 2 
— Melbourne Victor Wanderers 8.50 Cirio Adelaide Utd 2 
y5 : : 
“A (Archie Thompson 23’, 87’, Bersart Berisha 45+1’, Brisbane Roar 9.50 : aL Pied Cit : 
[Pen]) Perth Glory 10.00 avid Villa Melbourne City 
a elboume City FC 2 (Robbie Wielaert 13’, Jason | Central Coast Mariners 15.00 F Ben Khalfallah Melb Victory 1 
= 26’) ; Wellington Phoenix 15.00 _‘T- Broich Brisbane 1 
EE Venue: Etihad Stadium, Melbourne IERIE IE 26.00 A. Brosque syeney : 
Referee: Strebe Delovski L. Broxhiam Bc Newry ! 
Attendance: 43.729 M. Delpierre Mel Victory 1 
7. M. Dimitrijevic Sydney FC 1 


Wellington Phoenix 4 
(Burns 4’, 42’, Mcglinchey 64’, Durante 90’) 
Newcastle Jets 1 (Griffiths 90) 


Round 04 Fixture Venue 

Friday 31 October Melb City v Adelaide United AAMI Park 
Saturday 1 November Perth Glory v Newcastle Jets nib Stadium 
Saturday 1 November Wanderers v Brisbane Roar Pirtek Stadium 


Sunday 2 November Sydney FC v Mariners Allianz Stadium 
Monday 3 November Melb Victory v Phoenix AAMI Park 
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A-League Match Report Round 3 


Crisis Level: 


Ss. extended Brisbane’s early 

season woes and ended seven years 
of hurt in Queensland’s capital as they 
downed the Roar 2-0 on Friday night. 

Despite it being their third match in six 
days Sydney dominated their opponents 
from the kick-off, Graham Arnold’s side 
already looking vastly superior to it’s Del 
Piero lead predecessors. 

Thomas Broich suffered an injury scare 
in the warm-up but his recovery before 
kick-off proved the sole bright spot for 
Brisbane in what was a third consecutive 
loss to open their season. 

A real ricket from Jamie Young almost 
let Sydney onto the scoresheet in the 
opening stages. The Brisbane keeper 
elected to rush along the by-line to the 
edge of his area in an effort to keep the 
ball in play, but only succeeded in turn- 
ing. A goal line clearance from an alert 
Matt Smith was the only thing that saved 
Young's blushes and kept the visitors 
from taking an early lead. 

Just before the half hour Young was 
punished for a second mistake and 
Sydney was a goal to the good. After 
having received a pass from Shane 
Stefanutto Young’s resultant clearance 
found the chest of Marc Janko thirty-five 
meters out. The Austrian wasted no time, 
blasting a shot that bounced once before 


Orange 


ne 


nestling in the top corner. 

It was a just reward for Sydney’s efforts. 
The visitors had pressed and harried 
Brisbane into repeated mistakes, the 
home side forced to play the majority of 
the first forty-five in their own half. 

So great was Sydney’s superiority that 
Brisbane's first real effort on goal didn’t 
arrive until the 37th minute. 

After the interval the Roar returned to 
the pitch a good two minutes before 
their opponents but that display of 
intent counted for little when Sydney 
extended the lead nine minutes in. 

It was another moment of quality from 
Sydney’s foreign contingent that did the 
damage. This time Milos Dimitijevic ex- 
changed passes with Terry Antonis before 
bending a shot over Young and into the 
top corner from twenty meters out. 

Brisbane huffed and puffed for the 
remaining half hour but never seriously 
looked like finding their way through an 
organised and committed visiting outfit. 

Before the match Graham Arnold had 
insisted that Brisbane remained the 
A-League’s benchmark but for the time 
being it’s Sydney FC looking down at 
their orange counterparts. On the face of 


this performance it may well remain that 
way for some time. 


Report: JARROD ELLIS Photos: KEITH EIG 
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MATCH DETAILS 


Brisbane Roar 0 

Sydney Fc 1 (28’ Janko, 54’ 
Dimitrijevic) 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Peter Green 
Crowd: 14,141 


Brisbane Roar: 2. Matthew Smith 
(C), 3. Shane Stefanutto, 7. 

Mensur Kurtisi (68’ 23. Jean Carlos 
Solorzano), 8. Steven Lustica (28. 
Brandon Borello), 10. Henrique (78° 
11. Liam Miller), 13. Jade North, 15. 
James Donachie, 18. Luke Brattan, 
21. Jamie Young, 22. Thomas 
Broich, 23. Dimitri Petratos 


Yellow Cards: Luke Brattan, Steven 
Lustica 
Red Cards: Nil 


Sydney FC: 2. Sebastien Ryall, 

3. Sasa Ognenovski, 4. Predrag 
Bojic, 7. Corey Gameiro, 8. Milos 
Dimitrijevic, 11. Bernie Ibini-Isei, 
14. Alex Brosque, 17. Terry Antonis, 
20. Vedran Janjetovic, 21. Marc 
Janko (13. Christopher Naumoff), 
Ali Abbas 


Yellow Cards: Vedran Janjetovic, 
Bernie Ibini-lsei 

Red Cards: Nil 

Man of the Match : Milos Dimitri- 
jevic 
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A-League Match Report! Round 3 


ae 


N | elbourne Victory had a night to 


remember with a thrilling 5-2 win 
over hometown rivals, Melbourne City 
on Saturday night. 

A hat-trick by Besart Berisha and two 
goals by Archie Thompson saw Victory 
claim the points after City twice took 
the lead through first-half headers from 
Robbie Wielaert and Jason Hoffman. 

Both teams were coming off 1-1 draws 
with Victory sharing the points with 
Adelaide United, while City drew with 
Newcastle Jets. 

It was the “new” boys on the block 
that got off to the perfect start when a 
free-kick from Aaron Mooy found an 
unmanned Wielaert who headed the ball 
passed Victory ‘keeper Nathan Coe. 

It took the Victory 10 minutes to find 
the leveler, when Kosta Barbarouses put 
a through ball to Gui Finkler who then 
laid it off to Thompson, who with an 
open net, buried it. 

Set-pieces proved to be the Victory 
undoing yet again, when a well-taken 
Damien Duff corner saw Hoffman head- 
er the ball into an empty net, after Coe 
foolishly ran off his line to clear it. 

City deserved its lead, but couldn't hold 
on till half time after Berisha was quick- 


ives for Victory 
erby Day Route 


Report: ANDREW BIS 


est to dab the rebound into the net, after 
City ‘keeper Andrew Redmayne pushed 
away Barbarouses’ shot. 

The second half was barely a minute 
old, when Berisha went on a mazy run 
through the defence before unleashing a 
wild shot, which deflected into the goals. 
The goal seemed to spur on Victory and 
it doubled its lead after City substitute 
James Brown rashly brought down 
Victory defender Matthieu Delpierre in 
the box. 

Berisha duly stepped up to take the 
penalty and calmly buried it to net his 
first hat-trick for the Victory. 

There was still time for Victory to add 
another when Barbarouses delivered a 
pin-point cross over the City backline to 
the running Thompson. 

With just Redmayne to beat, Thompson 
skipped around the ‘keeper before rolling 
the ball into the net. 

The Victory have a short break facing 
Perth Glory in the FFA Cup mid-week, 
before playing Wellington Phoenix on 
Melbourne Cup Eve. 

As for City, it has to regroup as it faces 
high-flying Adelaide. 


hoto: ANITA MILAS 


Melbourne Victory 


re 
MELBOURNE | 


Victory 
Nall 


Melbourne Victory 5 

(Archie Thompson 23’, 87’, Bersart 
Berisha 45+1’, 46’, 67’ [Pen]) 
Melbourne City FC 2 (Robbie Wie- 
laert 13’, Jason Hoffman 26’) 
Venue: Etihad Stadium, Melbourne 
Referee: Strebe Delovski 
Attendance: 43,729 


Melbourne Victory FC: 1. Nathan 
Coe (Gk), 5. Mark Milligan (C), 7. 
Gui Finkler, 8. Besart Berisha (14. 
Fahid Ben Khalfallah 76’), 9. Kosta 
Barbarouses, 10. Archie Thompson, 
15. Daniel Georgievski, 17. Mathieu 
Delpierre, 21. Carl Valeri, 23. Adrian 
Leijer (16. Rashid Mazhazi 84’), 24. 
Scott Galloway (6. Leigh Broxham 
69’) 

Yellow Cards: Berisha 33’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Melbourne City FC: 1. Andrew 
Redmayne, 3. Robbie Wielaert, 5. 
Erik Paartalu (18. Paulo Retre 69’), 
6. Aaron Mooy, 7. lain Ramsay, 8. 
Massimo Murdocca (25. Jacob 
Melling 84’), 9. David Villa, 11. 
Damien Duff, 17. Jason Hoffman, 
23. Mate Dugandzic (14. James 
Brown 58’), 24. Patrick Kisnorbo (C) 
Yellow Cards: Mooy 41’, Duff 51’, 
Hoffman 64° 

Red Cards: Nil 


www.goalweekly.com 


A-League Match Report | Round 3 


he wind, the rain and the Phoenix 

were on full display on Sunday 
afternoon as Wellington notched up their 
second victory of the season against the 
winless Newcastle Jets. 
Thankfully for the small crowd who 
braved the conditions, the hosts dominat- 
ed from first whistle to last - well, almost. 
Tt could have been a horror start for the 
Phoenix within just one minute, with 
only the frame of the goal denying Joel 
Griffiths’ diving header after he had stolen 
in behind Tom Doyle at the far post. 
But from then on it was all Wellington 
and they took the lead just minutes later. 
Jeremy Brockie controlled the loose ball 
from Michael McGlinchey and fired a low 
pass across the six yard box for Nathan 
Burns to tap in against his old club. 
Andrew Hoole fired wide after dancing 
into the area but Burns had a second goal, 
albeit one of his ugliest, before half time. 
Set free by an excellent first-time ball 
from McGlinchey, the Australian’s initial 
effort was saved well by Mark Birighitti 
but Burns managed to crawl on the turf 
to nudge into an empty net. 
‘The pair combined again in the second 
half; Burns latching onto a Vince Lia pass 
to square for the All White to fire home. 
The goal — McGlinchey’s third of the sea- 
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son — justified Merrick’s rigorous pursuit 
of the midfielder in the off-season. 

Burns could have scored Wellington's 
maiden hat-trick but hesitated when 
one-one-one with Birighitti, allowing Sam 
Galloway to clip the ball out of his reach. 
Griffiths and Andrew Durante fleshed out 
the scoreline in the final moments with 
twin headers but Burns couldn't fashion 
another chance to write his name into the 
Phoenix history books. 

Unlike in week one, McGlinchey and his 
midfield of Roly Bonevacia, Alex Rodri- 
guez and Albert Riera were able to play 
facing the opposition goal and seemed 

to have the extra yard of space that could 
make opposition coaches very anxious 
this term. 

All four of the Phoenix’s engine room ex- 
celled on a day that propelled Wellington 
to within touching distance of the top of 
the table ahead of a mouth-watering clash 
with pacesetters Melbourne Victory next 
Monday. 

The Jets face a long trip to Perth next 
weekend before hosting the Victory at 
Hunter Stadium in a fortnight, and with- 
out a win to speak of are staring down the 
barrel of a dire opening to the campaign. 


ory 


WELLINGTON 


Wellington Phoenix 4 (Burns 4’, 42’, 
Mcglinchey 64’, Durante 90’) 
Newcastle Jets 1 (Griffiths 90) 


Glen Moss (Gk), Manny Muscat, 
Ben Sigmund, Andrew Durante (C), 
Tom Doyle (Louis Fenton 71’), Roly 
Bonevacia, Alex Rodriguez, Michael 
Mcglinchey (Kenny Cunningham 
79’), Albert Riera, Jeremy Brockie 
(Vince Lia 62’), Nathan Burns 


Unused Subs: Lewis Italiano (Gk), 
Michael Boxall 


Mark Birighitti (Gk), David Carney, 
Kew Jaliens (C), Sam Gallagher, 
Scott Neville, Andrew Hoole (Sam 
Galloway 57’), Zenon Caravella 
(James Virgili 77’), Jacob Pepper, 
Marcos Flores, Edson Montano 
(Jeronimo Neumann 54’), Joel 
Griffiths 


Unused Subs: John Solari (Gk), 
Taylor Regan 


Man Of The Match: Nathan Burns 
(Wellington) 
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Victory 


delaide United continued their fine 
tart to the season and climbed to 2nd 
spot in the A League with a comprehensive 

2-0 victory over Perth Glory on Sunday 
afternoon. 

A beautifully worked Cirio strike followed 
by a Mabil brace late on sealed all three 
points for the Reds, and sets them in great 
stead when they travel to Melbourne next 
week to take on David Villa and co. 

Perth Glory flew into Adelaide top of the 
ladder with maximum points from their 
first two games, while United sat two points 
behind them after a win and a draw. 

United bossed the game from the first 
whistle enjoying long spells of possession all 
over the park. Currusca, who was playing 
his 50th game for the club dominated 
the midfield back to his favored central 
attacking role. 

The Reds where without Bruce Djite who 
fell well a suspected calf strain in the lead 
up to the game. But Cirio stepped up to 
the plate and bagged United their first goal 
of the game after eighteen minutes with 
some style. 

Currusca sliced the Perth defense open 
with a gorgeous through ball to find Cirio 
sprinting on behind the back line. The 
Spaniard hit it first time and curled it 
wonderfully into Danny Vukovic’s bottom 
left corner. It really was a textbook finish 
with such finesse. 


Perth looked jaded, out of ideas and 


struggled to get into the tie. Glory skipper 

Michael Thwaite had the only notable 
chance shortly before the break but his free 
header sailed high over the bar. 

The Reds were close to doubling their lead 
before half time but Vukovic read Currus- 
ca’s turn and shit well and palmed the ball 
away to safety. 

Perth started the second half better frus- 
trating Adelaide with some high pressing 
and frequent breaks in play, but the visitors 
still struggled to find any chances. 

Gombau replaced Sanchez with Awir 
Mabil and the young Sudanese didn’t disap- 
point and made an almost instant impact. 
The youngster immediately gave United 
some new purpose going forward and 
Mabil took his first chance well to seal the 
points for Adelaide, taking the ball into 
the area on the counterattack and elegantly 
poking the ball into the bottom left, giving 
Vukovic the eyes and sending him the 
wrong way. 

Coopers Stadium roared as the fan-favour- 
ite ran towards his father figured coach 
Gombau, sparking emotions on the bench. 
United even had time to miss a couple 
more counterattacking moves but they had 
done enough in what turned out to be a 
relatively comfortable afternoon. 

Man of the Match — Cirio caused havoc all 
day for Perth all afternoon and his finish for 
United’s first goal is worthy of the man of 
the match accolade by itself. 
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Adelaide United 2 (Sergio Ciro 18’, 
Awer Mabil 67’) 

Perth Glory 0 

Crowd: 11,473 

Venue: Coopers Stadium 


Adelaide United: 1. Eugene Gale- 
kovic (C) (Gk), 3.Nigel Boogaard, 
5.0sama Malik, 7.Pablo Sanchez 
(‘61 17.Awer Mabil), 8.lsaias, 
9.Sergio Cirio, 10.Marcelo Carrus- 
ca, 16.Craig Goodwin, 18.Jimmy 
Jeggo, 21.Tarek Elrich, 22.Fabio 
Ferreira, (‘69 2.Michael Marrone) 


Subs 4.Dylan Mcgowan 30 John 
Hall (Gk) 32.Nathan Kostando- 
poulos 


Yellow Cards: ‘57 Jamieson ‘72 
Garcia ‘77 Thwaite ‘85 Maclaren 


Perth Glory:1.Daniel Vukovic 

(Gk) 5.Rostyn Griffiths, 6.Dino 
Djulbic, 9.Andy Keogh, 10.Nebosja 
Marinkovic (‘45 7.Youssouf Hersi), 
11.Richard Garcia (‘73 3.Bran- 
don O'neill), 15.Jamie Maclaren, 
17.Mitch Nichols, 19. Josh Risdon, 
21.Scott Jamieson, 23.Michael 
Thwaite (C), 


Subs 2.Jack Clisby, 13.Diogo 
Ferreira, 18.Jack Duncan (Gk), 
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Andrew DURANTE 
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Putin; a treldss aie 
» mance at the back and 
popped up in stoppage, 
time to score a fine’ 
~ header. 


Terry ANTONIS 
Sydney FC 


Put the famed Roar 
midfield to shame on 
Friday night with his 
awareness and ability 
on the ball. Building a 
great partnership with 
Milos Dimitrijevic. 


¥ Eugene GALEKOVIC 
Adelaide United 


— “ig 
" SasaOGENOVsKl 
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* More eee : 
‘than last week i in the 
. derby, Ogenovski 
“organized his defence ~ 
well and |helped Ali roa 
~ Abbas shackle, the. 


dangerous Henrique... ey * 


Milos DIMITRIJEVIC | Craig GOODWIN 
Sydney FC Adelaide United 


Successfully controlled 
the tempo of the match 
and continues his fine 
form under Graham 
Arnold. Scored a classy 
goal from long range to 
seal the win. 


Besart BERISHA 
Melbourne Victory 


Victory’s marquee 
man turned the derby 
in his side’s favour 
and then led them to 


saves and always 
played out from the 


aes ‘ 
Tarek ELRICH 
Adelaide United 


Le 


Criminally underused 
at Newcastle, Goodwin 
is showing his value 
in South Australia. 
Perfectly slotting in to 
Gombau’s 3-4-3 system 
with his dynamic style 

of play. 


Nathan BURNS 
Wellington Phoenix 


Continues to build a 
case for Socceroos 

selection with two 
goals and an assist. 


TKosta BARBAROUSSES) 
Melbourne Victory 


The Kiwi attacker con- 
tinued his fine form with 
an electric performance 

that will give lain Ram- 

say nightmares for 
weeks to come. 


Victory with a hat-trick 
and an assist. 
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MLS Rising - How Soccer 
In America Has Never Had 


It So Good 


We take a look at the A-League and the MLS - two competitions that have 


more in common than you might think. 


Damir Kulas 


s the A-League enters into its tenth season, some 
Acne could be drawn between it and 
ajor League Soccer (MLS) which celebrated its 
nineteenth season this year after launching in 1996. This 
season, the league reached an important milestone as the 
nineteenth season meant it surpassed its predecessor the 
North American Soccer League (NASL) as the longest 


running premier soccer competition in the States. 


Eighteen years on and the league is thriving with new fran- 
chises, purpose-built stadia, increased attendance figures, 
improved quality and star names helping raise the standard 
and exposure of the league both at home and abroad. The 
signing of David Beckham in 2007 triggered mainstream 
and international interest in the league, boosting crowd 
numbers and TV ratings. It also paved the way for other 
star names such as Thierry Henry, Robbie Keane and Jer- 
main Defoe to join the league amongst others. But things 
werent always this rosy for the competition. 


Despite an initial boom, the league experienced financial 
difficulty in 1999 where it came close to bankruptcy. It 
woes were compounded two years later when Florida based 
outfits Tampa Bay Mutiny and Miami Fusion (the latter 
an expansion outfit) folded after running into financial 
troubles. However the introduction of ‘soccer-specific 
stadiums , increased youth participation levels and a World 
Cup quarter-final run by the national team in 2002 helped 
stabilise the competition. 


After the initial failures of expansion, MLS has experienced 
a sizeable increase in number of teams which continues to 
grow with every season. In 2004, the league comprised of 
just 10 teams. Now it has expanded into Salt Lake City, a 
second Los Angeles based side, Houston, Toronto, Seattle, 
Philadelphia, Portland, Vancouver and Montreal with New 
York City and Orlando City set to enter the competition 
next year. While many point the recent success of the 
league to the signing of Beckham and co, much credit must 
go to MLS Commissioner Don Garber who took over in 
1999 and has been at forefront of this growth which has 
included TV deals with both ESPN and NBC Sports. 


Furthermore, what’s even more impressive is that new fran- 
chises have needed little time to showcase their enormous 
potential. The Seattle Sounders have broken attendance 
records and average crowds of 44,000 while local rivals 
Portland Timbers have sold out every home game since 
inception in 2011. Average attendances league wide were 
18,000 last year with a large number of their supporter base 
being in the 18-30 year old group, where the league claims 
its strongest support. 


The introduction of New York City next year sees an Eng- 
lish Premier League presence in the competition with the 
club’s ties to Manchester City leading to the acquisitions of 
David Villa and Frank Lampard. The new franchise gives 
the league a presence in metropolitan New York City (with 
Tim Cahill’s New York Red Bulls actually based across the 
George Washington Bridge in New Jersey). Fellow new 
boys Orlando City have spent big with the signing of Kaka 
while still being optimistic that they could also recruit 
compatriot Robinho as well. Added to this is the confirmed 
expansion into Atlanta in 2017 as well as potential franchis- 
es in Miami, Detroit, Cleveland, Sacramento, San Antonio 
and even talk of the lucrative Las Vegas market. 


An added boost to the league is the number of American 
international players currently trading their talent in the 
league including the two most notable names in Clint 
Dempsey and Michael Bradley as well as veteran Landon 
Donovan. While Donovan did not appear in Brazil, 10 of 
the 23 man squad piled their trade in the MLS with the 
likes of DaMarcus Beasley and Jermaine Jones signing up 
recently after distinguished European Careers. 


While the MLS is not beset of problems, such as ownership 
issues, the Chivas USA dilemma and youth development, 
the league has expanded and grown enormously since 
celebrating its 10th season in 2005. If the A-League can 
take some note of how the MLS dealt with its fair share of 
financial issues and expansion failures, then maybe we can 
also experience the increased benefits which supporters in 
America have witnessed in the past few years. 
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Jubilee 


1st November 1996 - Australia defeat Tahiti 11-0 on aggregate 
to win the OFC Nations Cup for the second time. Kris Trajanovski 


top scores the tournament with 7 goals. 


2nd November 1962 - Simon Hill, Fox Sports commentator turns 


53 


4th November 2005 - First ever A-League hat trick — Ante 
Milicic (New Zealand Knights 2-4 Newcastle Jets, Round 11) 


3 November 1965 - Central Coast Mariners assistant coach 


Alex Tobin born in Adelaide 


6 November 1961 - Perth Glory coach Kenny Lowe born in 


Billingham, England 


1st November 2003 - Panajot Pano is selected as the Golden 
Player of Albania by the Football Association of Albania as their 
most outstanding player of the past 50 years to celebrate UEFA’s 


6th November 2004 - Johnny Warren, Australian 
soccer player, dies (b. 1943) 


7th November 1984 - Diego Maradona (24) weds 
long-time fiancée Claudia Villafafe in Buenos Aires 


11 November 1993 - Socceroo and Melbourne 
Victory forward Connor Pain born in Hong Kong 


5 Things we learnt this week... 


1. Goal of the Year contenders are already flying in. From 
Marc Janko’ long range effort against the Brisbane Roar to 
Milos Dimitrijevic dipping effort on goal in the same game, 


By Alex Porter 


. The Golden Boot could go anywhere. Even at this early 
stage of the season there are those who look to predict the 
season's top scorer. Besart Berisha is firing on all cylinders 


this season of the A-league is already producing highlight reel but with Marc Janko opening his account, Bruce Djite’s 


moments to remember. 


2. Derby Days are unforgettable. If the Sydney derby 
last week produced the game of the year so far then the 
Melbourne derby this week may have already taken that title 


powerful presence up front for Adelaide and Nathan Burns 
finding the scoresheet for Wellington, who can say where the 
Golden Boot will end up by season’s end. 


5 @ Brisbane not Roaring anymore. Going winless in the 


back. In front of over 43,000 fans there were 7 goals, a Berisha first 3 games of the season for the first time in the club’s 10 


hat trick and an atmosphere that will long be remembered. 


3 @ The Phoenix are rising from the ashes. A side that 
has missed out on finals football the past two seasons has 
already recorded wins over the Central Coast and Newcastle 
scoring 7 goals in just 3 games. With Ernie Merrick at the 
helm keep an eye on the Phoenix who look the dark horse to 
go deep into the finals. 
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year history, the odds are stacked against Brisbane winning 
their 4th title in 5 years in the Hyundai A-league. It will take 
a mighty effort to turn things around up North and get them 


roaring again. 


A-League Preview| Round 4 


1. Andrew Redmayne 
3. Robbie Wielaert 

4. Connor Chapman 
5. Erik Paartalu 

6. Aaron Mooy 

7. lain Ramsay 

8. Massimo Murdocca 
9. David Villa 

10. Robert Koren 

11. Damien Duff 

13. Jonatan Germano 
14. James Brown 

15 David Williams 
17. Jason Hoffman 
18. Paulo Retre 

19. Benjamin Garuccio 
20. Tando Velaphi 

21. Stefan Mauk 

22. Nick Kalmar 

23. Mate Dugandzic 
24. Patrick Kisnorbo 
25. Jacob Melling 

26. Marc Marino 


Draw 3.50 


Ls aeeatee City will be looking 


to make amends for the 5-2 
demolition job at the hands of Mel- 
bourne Victory last round, hosting 
Adelaide United at AAMI Park on 
Friday. 

The Reds are coming off a solid run 
of form which finds them equal top 
of the table on seven points from 
three fixtures. Goals to Sergio Cirio 
and Awer Mabil propelled Josep 
Gombau’s side to victory against 
Perth Glory in its last outing. The 
Reds incisive movement and mobil- 
ity in attacking areas puts them in 
good stead ahead of the match, with 
City yet to win or keep a clean sheet 
so far this season. But a side with 
the attacking pedigree that City 
undoubtedly possesses can not be 
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* 
Head to Head = \ y 


Melb City 2 


taken lightly. John Van't Schip has 
so far struggled to get the team bal- 
ance right, with the team seemingly 
unable to attack sufficiently direct, 
particularly in transition. David 
Villa’s impact up to the Melbourne 
derby was exemplary, scoring twice 
in his first 132 minutes for the club 
but his presence was overshadowed 
by Victory’s attacking prowess. 

The challenge that faces Van't 
Schip’s side is to nullify the in-form 
midfield of the competition, while 
Marcelo Carrusca should receive 
special attention. The playmak- 
ers display against Perth showed 
glimpses of his best, and a similar 
showing will go a long way to en- 
sure Adelaide leave Melbourne with 
maximum points. 


Fri 31 Oct AAMI Park 7:30 
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| 1. Eugene Galekovic 
(captain) 

2. Michael Marrone 
3. Nigel Boogaard 

4. Dylan McGowan 

5. Osama Malik 

6. Cassio (vice-captain) 
7. Pablo Sanchez 

8. Isaias 

9. Cirio 

10. Marcelo Carrusca 
11. Bruce Djite 

12. Mark Ochieng 
13. Dylan Smith 

14. Cameron Watson 
15. Ben Warland 

16. Craig Goodwin 
17. Awer Mabil 

18. James Jeggo 

20. Paul Izzo 

21. Tarek Elrich 

22. Fabio Ferreira 
23. Jordan Elsey 

24. Bruce Kamau 

30. John Hall 

32. Nathan 
Konstandopoulos 


Adelaide striker Bruce Diite is set to 
miss the next three matches at least, 
while City midfielders Jonatan Ger- 
mano and marquee Robert Koren 
are still absent from the squad. 
Despite the form lines all pointing 
to an Adelaide win, this City squad 
showed signs of clicking, particular- 
ly in the first half as it led Victory 
2-1. Van't Schip’s decision to move 
Villa centrally after half time cost his 
side any sort of fluidity, and won't 
make the same mistake here. If Erik 
Paartalu can escape Adelaide’s press 
via a high defensive line, there is 
space in behind to be exploited by 
the likes of City’s top scorer last sea- 
son, David Williams. 
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1. Danny Vukovic 
2. Jack Clisby 
3. Brandon O'Neill 
5. Rostyn Griffiths 
6. Dino Dulbic 
7. Youssouf Hersi 
8. Ruben Zadkovich 
9. Andy Keogh 
10. NebojSa Marinkovic 
11. Richard Garcia 
13. Diogo Ferreira 
14. Chris Harold 
15. Jamie Maclaren 
16. Sidnei 
17. Mitch Nichols 
18. Jack Duncan 
19. Joshua Risdon 
20. Daniel De Silva 
21. Scott Jamieson 
22. Cameron Edwards 
23. Michael Thwaite 
(Captain) 
24. Matthew Davies 
25. Riley Woodcock 
26. Harry O’Brien 
30. Jordan Thurtell 


Draw 3.45 


ewcastle Jets will earn more 

frequent flyer points when they 
head West to take on Perth Glory at 
the nib stadium on Saturday, in week 
4 of the Hyundai A-League. (4.30pm 
WA Time) 
Phil Stubbins’ side made the long 
trip to Wellington last week and were 
beaten 4-1 by the Phoenix, leaving 
them still looking for their first win 
of the season. With the club’s off field 
problems not being resolved, they will 
be hoping to get it right on the field, 
but the Jets don’t have a good record 
against Perth, with the men in purple 
having only lost once at home in the 
A-League against them. 
Scott Neville returns to his former 
club, along with WA born keeper 
Mark Birighitti, but former Perth 


The Odd 
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Sat 1 Nov nib Stim 2PM [xty, 


» 


Head to Head 


Perth Glory 15 
D 5 
Newcastle 6 


Soccer Club defender Adrian Ma- 
daschi is unlikely to play, after not 
recovering from a calf injury. Another 
former Glory player, Billy Celeski, 

is again missing with a groin injury, 
while Irishman Jonathan Steele, who 
was left out of the touring party after 
starting the first two games of the 
season, looks like returning for the 
Jets, but Stubbins suggested there will 
probably be a couple of changes with 
reference to four difficult road trips 
that they've had. 

‘The Glory won their first home 
league game of the season against 
Champions Brisbane Roar in round 
two, but this will be their third game 
in six days, after playing Melbourne 
Victory in the Westfield FFA Cup in 
midweek. Former Newcastle skipper 
Ruben Zadkovich is close to full fit- 
ness, but looks likely to miss this one, 


1. Mark Birighitti (Gk) 
2. Scott Neville 

3. Taylor Regan 

4. Kew Jaliens (C) 

5. Ben Kantarovski 
6. Adrian Madaschi 
7. Jeronimo Neumann 
8. Zenon Caravella 
9. Joel Griffiths 

10. Marcos Flores 

11. Andrew Hoole 
12. Sam Gallagher 
13. Edson Montano 
14. Billy Celeski 

15. Josh Barresi 

16. Jacob Pepper 

17. James Virgili 

18. Allan Welsh 

19. Mitch Cooper 

20. Ben Kennedy (Gk) 
21. Sam Gallaway 
22. Jonny Steele 

23. David Carney 

25. Brandon Lundy 
30. John Solari (Gk) 


along with Brazilian winger Sidnei 
and Chris Harold. Glory Captain 
Michael Thwaite will be monitored 
after injuring his hamstring against 
Adelaide, but Glory Coach Kenny 
Lowe will be hoping his skipper 

can take his place in the side, while 
Youssouf Hersi will be pushing for 
a starting spot after coming off the 
bench against The Reds. Andy Keogh 
made a great start to life at the nib 
Stadium, bagging a hat trick against 
the Roar, and Jets Dutch skipper Kew 
Jaliens will have his hands full. 

The last time the two sides met in 
Perth the Glory scored two late 
goals to win 2-1. Adam Taggart had 
given the visitors the lead just after 
the hour, but goals from Nebojsa 
Marinkovic and Chris Harold gave 
the home side the points. 


ACL Final Preview - 1st Leg 


\ J Al Hilal Riyadh v Wa 


1. GK Khalid Sharhili 

2. DF Sultan Al-Bishi 

3. DF Yahya Al-Musalem 

4. DF Abdullah Al-Zori 

5. MF Abdulatif Al-Ghanam 
6. MF Mohammed Al-Qarni 
7. MF Thiago Neves 

8. MF Mihai Pintilii 

9. MF Hamad Al-Hamad 
10. MF M Al-Shalhoub 
11. MF Abdulla Al-Dosari 
12. DF Yasser Al-Shahrani 
13. MF Salman Al-Faraj 
14. MF Saud Kariri (vice 
captain) i 
15. FW Nasser Al-Shamrani 
16. FW Yousef Al-Salem 
17. DF Abdullah Al Hafith 
18. MF Abdullah Otayf 
20. FW Yasser Al-Qahtani 
(captain) 

23. DF Kwak Tae-Hwi 
24. MF Nawaf Al Abed 
26. DF Digao 


Bryson Ferre 


he Western Sydney Wanderers 

have taken a huge step towards 
becoming Australia’s first ever Asian 
Champions, after a gutsy 1-0 victory 
over Saudi giants Al-hilal on Saturday 
night. 
Tomi Juric came off the bench to 
score the crucial goal in the 64th 
minute to send the vocal Parramatta 
crowd into raptures, but despite the 
win the job is still only half done. 
Al-Hilal showed just how tough the 
away leg will be for their Australian 
debutants after dominating possession 
throughout the game and creating 
several chances that could have turned 
the tie on it’s head. 
The Wanderers on the other hand 
had to wait until the 63rd minute of 
the game for a shot on target, while 
Juric’s decisive goal notched only their 
second attempt on goal. 
Al-Hilal created much more, fashion- 
ing 11 chances but only managing to 
hit the target on 3 occasions. 
Despite these worrying statistics the 
resilient Wanderers defenders played 


Kiss of Death 
AL-Hilal 2-1 Wanderers 


- The Odds 


out of their skin, and the rest of the 
team executed Tony Popovic’s game 


plan to perfection. 

Daniel Mullen, Nikolai Topor-Stan- 
ley, Brendan Hamill, Anthony Golec 
and Goal Weekly man of the match 
Ante Covic, played the game of their 
lives against a team that posed a 
considerable threat. 

The tie now turns to Saudi Arabia, 
where the Wanderers expect an 
extremely hostile reception, not only 
in front of 67,000 at King Fahd 
International Stadium, but from the 
moment they arrive. 

After experiencing suspect bus crash- 
es, late night phone calls and hotel 
visitors at all hours of the morning so 
far throughout their Asian campaign, 
the Wanderers are no doubt prepared 
for their toughest trip yet. 

On the field expect much of the 
same from a spirited Wanderers side, 
hell-bent on creating history and 
putting Australian domestic football 
on the world map. 

Al-Hilal will no doubt start the 
second leg all guns blazing in front of 
their boisterous fans, but their need 
for goals may just play into the hands 


Sunday 2 Nov 3.30AM 


Draw 3.60 
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1. Ante Covic 

2. Shannon Cole 

3. Daniel Mullen 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
(Captain) 

5. Brendan Hamill 

6. Antony Golec 

7. Labinot Haliti 

8. Tomi Juric 

10. Vitor Saba 

11. Brendon Santalab 
13. Matthew Spiranovic 
14. Kwabena Appiah 
15. Yianni Perkatis 
17. Romeo Castelen 
18. lacopo La Rocca 
19. Mark Bridge 

20. Dean Bouzanis 
23. Jason Trifiro 

31. Alusine Fofanah 
32. Daniel Alessi 

34. .Golgol Mebrahtu 
TBC. Seyi Adeleke 


of the Wanderers. 

‘The Saudis will inevitably control 
possession and territory for extended 
periods, but their need for goals may 
leave them exposed to the counter-at- 
tack, something that played perfectly 
into the hands of Popovic and his 
men last week. 

‘The key to this match will be the 
performance of the Wanderers back 
four, and whether or not Al-Hilal’s 
talented midfield and typically potent 
attacking weapons can break down 
the best A-league defence over the 
past 2 seasons. 

Whether you're a Wanderers fan or 
A-league rival, a Rugby League or 
AFL supporter, it’s time to get behind 
the Wanderers in what is the biggest 
90 minutes of Australian football 
since we qualified for Germany in 
2005. 

Australian Football folklore may be 
forged this weekend in Riyadh, but 
not if one of the richest clubs in the 
world has anything to do with it. 


First Leg MOM: Ante Covic 
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han Necevski 
2 Sebastian Ryall 
3. SaSa Ognenovski 
(vice captain) 
4. Pedj Bojic 
5. Matthew Jurman 
6. Nikola Petkovic 
(vice captain) 
7. Corey Gameiro 
8. MiloS Dimitrijevic 
9. Shane Smeltz 
11. Bernie Ibini-Isei 
12. Hagi Gligor 
13. Alex Gersbach 
14. Alex Brosque 
(captain) 
16. Chris Naumoff 
17. Terry Antonis 
18. Peter Triantis 
19. Nick Carle 
20. Vedran Janjetovic 
21. Marc Janko 
22. Ali Abbas 
23. Rhyan Grant 
30. Anthony Bouzanis 


“oar. Preview | Round 4 1 
Ge) Sun 2 Nov Allianz Stdm SPI 2 Nov Allianz Stdm 5PM 4 
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Alex Porter 


ydney FC welcome the Central 

Coast Mariners to Allianz stadi- 
um this weekend, a stadium that is 
showing early signs of becoming a 
fortress with a total 4 points from 
a possible 6 at home thus far as the 
Sky Blues football becomes more and 
more organised under the guidance 
of new coach Graham Arnold. The 
Central Coast on the other hand 
will be backing up after a short 
turnaround, their midweek fixture 
with the Western Sydney Wanderers 
leaving them only 4 days between 
games, and will look to recover 
quickly for this, perhaps their biggest 
test thus far. 

The obvious sub plot to this game 
will be the reuniting of Graham 
Arnold with his former side, a side 
he managed to consistently take deep 


www.goalweekly,com 


into the finals, famously breaking 
their A-league championship drought 
prior to his ill-fated departure to 
Japan. Despite this however it will 
be business as usual for both sides 
who will look to press their claims as 
contenders under new management. 
For Sydney this means turning an 
array of talent that has long been 
present into genuine and consistent 
goal scoring threats and with Cory 
Gameiro already in fine form, the 
welcome (not to mention spectac- 
ular) first goal for star import Marc 
Janko is an ominous sign to the visit- 
ing Mariners defence. The Mariners 
have their own doubters to prove 
wrong though with attacking talent 
of the previous Hyundai A-league 
campaign having left, in the form of 
Marcos Flores, Daniel McBreen and 
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1. Matthew Nash 

2. Storm Roux 

3. Joshua Rose 

5. Zac Anderson 

6. Brent Griffiths 

7. John Hutchinson (C) 
8. Nick Montgomery 
9. Mitchell Duke 

10. Anthony Caceres 
11. Nick Fitzgerald 
12. Liam Reddy 

14. Malick Mané 

15. Matthew Sim 
16. Liam Rose 

17. Richard Vernes 
18. Glen Trifiro 

19. Matt Simon 

20. Anthony Kalik 
21. Michael Neill 
22. Tom Slater 

23. Isaka Cernak 
24. Hayden Morton 
25. Eddy Bosnar 

26. Kim Seung-yong 


a 


Head to Head 


Sydney FC 9 


Mariners 11 


Michael McGlinchey, leaving many 
to wonder if their ability to reach the 
finals despite the hurdles before them 
may have finally run out. 

When Sydney FC win the crowds 
have historically followed and on the 
back of their table topping exploits 
thus far there is every chance that 
Allianz Stadium will once again be 
rocking to the Sky Blue beat. Con- 
fidence is sky high following their 
dispatching of the Brisbane Roar, 

the first time Sydney FC have taken 
the points up north since 2007, 

and while the Mariners have made 

a habit out of making the underdog 
tag their own, this game should see 
Sydney continue their good form 
and stay top of the A-league ladder. 


A-League Preview | Round 4 
Vy 


1. Nathan Coe 

2. Jason Geria 

4. Nick Ansell 

5. Mark Milligan 
(captain) 

6. Leigh Broxham 
(vice-captain) 

7. Gui Finkler 

8. Besart Berisha 

9. Kosta Barbarouses 
10. Archie Thompson 
11. Connor Pain 

13. Andrew Nabbout 
14. Fahid Ben Khalfalla 
15. Daniel Georgievski 
16. Rashid Mahazi 

17. Matthieu Delpierre 
18. Dylan Murnane ~ 
20. Lawrence Thomas | 
21. Carl Valeri 

22. Jesse Makarounas 
23. Adrian Leijer 

(2nd vice-captain) 

24. Scott Galloway 

26. Jordan Brown 


Andrew Barisha 


efore the beginning of the season, 
Melbourne Victory was tipped 
as one of the title favourites. Three 
games into the season and it might 
look the case. 

OF course, it is still too early in the 
season to judge and plenty can go 
wrong (injuries, departures, suspen- 
sions) from now till May next year, 
but the Victory just look like a more 
complete outfit so far. 

Defensively it still has plenty of 
work to do and it should probably 
sign another ‘keeper, considering 
Nathan Coe’s erratic and inconsistent 
form, but the stunning 5-2 win over 
Melbourne City last weekend showed 
the Victory’s character to bounce back 
when it’s not at its best. 
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Mon 3 Nov AAMI Park 7:30P a) 


a 
— The Odds 


It also highlighted just how effective 
its signings have been, most notably 
Besart Berisha. 


‘The Albanian has looked lively since 
his arrival and will be looking to 
continue his goal scoring start when 
Wellington Phoenix pays a visit this 
Melbourne Cup Eve. 

The New Zealanders came off a 
rather comfortable 4-1 win over 
Newcastle Jets last weekend and will 
be hoping to spoil the Victory party. 
Under former boss Ernie Merrick, 
the Phoenix has become quite a dan- 
gerous outfit. Effective in possession 
and on the counter, the New Zealand- 
ers will be arriving to Melbourne, full 
of confidence knowing that it came 
cause the upset of the round. 


Head to Head 


Draw 4.00 Victory 12 


1. Glen Moss 

2. Manny Muscat 

3. Reece Caira 

4. Roly Bonevacia 

5. Michael Boxall 

6. Josh Brindell-South 
7. Kenny Cunningham 
8. Alejandro Gorrin 

9. Nathan Burns 

10. Michael McGlinchey 
11. Jeremy Brockie 
12. Tyler Boyd 

13. Albert Riera 

14. Alex Rufer 

15. Jason Hicks 

16. Louis Fenton 

17. Vince Lia 

18. Ben Sigmund 
(vice-captain) 

19. Tom Doyle 

20. Lewis Italiano 

21. Roy Krishna 

22. Andrew Durante 
(captain) 

23. Matthew Ridenton 


It has a full squad to choose from, 
and unlike the Victory, it doesn’t 
have a FFA Cup match mid-week. 
Kevin Muscat said that he will choose 
his best team for the match, but 
that doesn’t mean the team’s best 11 
players. 

Come Monday maybe expect some 
minor changes, but expect the 
big-boys (Berisha, Mark Milligan, 
Archie Thompson and so forth) to be 
playing. 

And with that, Victory should take 
the points. If it claims a win over 
Perth Glory in the FFA Cup, its con- 
fidence will be sky-high (it’s already 
quite high), and with a full fit team, it 
should account for the Phoenix. 
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Christian Cavallo (Greens) goes 
down under pressure from Paul 
Blefari. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


bo Greens has become the 
only member federation club 
to progress to the semi-finals of the 
Westfield FFA Cup, coming from 
behind to defeat Adelaide City 2-1 in 
extra time. 

Adelaide opened the scoring after the 
break when Alex Rideout tapped in a 
Shannon Day low ball into the box, 
and the visitors looked like holding 
on to the one-goal advantage until 
captain Wayne Wallace stepped up to 
head home a Christian Cavallo corner 
in the 88th minute. 

Jamie De Abreu, who missed a 
number of chances throughout the 
90 minutes, became Bentleigh’s hero 
in added time when he struck from 
outside the 18-yard box to ensure the 
National Premier Leagues Victoria 
side would host a semi-final. 

De Abreu made amends for his ear- 
lier misses, receiving a pass from Pat- 
tick Avice and smashing in the win- 
ning goal from distance in the 104th 
minute. 


Bentleigh held on for the remainder 
of the contest, restricting Adelaide to 
a few half-chances and sending the 
home fans into wild scenes after the 
final whistle. 

Winning coach John Anastasiad- 
is was thrilled that his players kept 
pushing for the equaliser, citing the 
team’s determination as a key factor 
in the victory. 

“The game's 90 minutes, so I don’t 
think the game was buried [after Ad- 
elaide City’s goal],” Anastasiadis said. 

“T thought the boys kept at it and 
after they [Adelaide City] scored the 
goal, we did drop a bit for about 10 
minutes, but the boys found some- 
thing within them. They didn’t want 
to lose this game.” 

Despite being minutes from pro- 
gressing, Adelaide City coach Dami- 
an Mori was still elated with his side's 
run in the competition. 

“T can't be more proud of my play- 
ers. I thought my boys have been on 
a wonderful ride (and) the Cup has 
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been fantastic,” Mori said. 

“For us, we've had four weeks off, 
we haven't been playing, the players 
were pretty committed and we've got 
no regrets - tonight we gave it 100 per 
cent.” 

In the other quarter final played 
the same night, Perth Glory FC also 
advanced to the Westfield FFA Cup 
semi-finals after a thrilling 4-2 win in 
extra time over Melbourne Victory. 
Perth was led by unstoppable strik- 
er Andy Keogh who scored Glory’s 
first two goals and unselfishly set 
the team’s other two, one for Danny 
De Silva and another for Nebojsa 
Marinkovic. Keogh’s tally has jumped 
to five joining the Mariners’ Matt Sim 
as equal top goal scorer in the Cup 
competition. 

The draw will take place tonight 
(Friday) with Perth Glory FC to play 
either Central Coast, Adelaide United 
or Bentleigh Greens for a place in the 
inaugural Westfield FFA Cup Final. 
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Couch Potato - au times are scot 


Friday 31-Oct 

Serie A Round 9 Verona v Lazio 6:45am LIVE 

Copa Sudamericana Quarter Final 1st Leg TBC v TBC 12:15pm 
LIVE 


Saturday 1-Nov Football Scottish Premiership Round 12 St John- 
stone v Motherwell 6:45am LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 

Sky Bet Championship Round 15 Norwich v Bolton 6:45am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 10 Schalke v Augsburg 10:25am Delayed 

Sky Bet Championship Round 15 Wolves v Birmingham 11:15pm 
LIVE 


Sunday 2-Nov 

Sky Bet Championship Round 15 TBC v TBC 2am LIVE 

Sky Bet Championship Round 15 Bournemouth v Brighton 4:15am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 

Bundesliga Round 10 Bayern Munich v Dortmund 4:30am LIVE 
Serie A Round 10 Parma v Inter 6:45am LIVE 

Serie A Round 10 Napoli v Roma 8:45am Delayed 

Bundesliga Round 10 Hamburg v Leverkusen 12:25pm Delayed 
Bundesliga Round 10 Stuttgart v Wolfsburg 2:15pm Delayed 

Serie A Round 10 Empoli v Juventus 4:05pm Delayed 


Monday 3-Nov 

Serie A Round 10 Sampdoria v Fiorentina 1am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 10 Monchengladbach v Hoffenheim 3am Delayed 
Serie A Round 10 AC Milan v Palermo 6:45am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 10 Cologne v Freiburg 8:35am Delayed 


English Premier League La Liga 

Sat Nov 1 Newcastle v Liverpool Sat Nov 1 Deportivo v Getafe 
11.35 pm Fox 1 6.40 am Fox 1 

Sun Nov 2 Chelsea v QPR Sun Nov 2 Atletico Madrid v 
1.50 am Fox 1 Cordoba 

Sun Nov 2 Arsenal v Burnley 3.55 am Fox 2 

1.50 am Viewers Choice Sun Nov 2 R Sociedad v Malaga 
Sun Nov 2 Everton v Swansea 7.55 am Fox 1 

1.50 am Viewers Choice Mon Nov 3 Levante v Almeria 
Sun Nov 2 Hull v Southampton 4.55 am Fox 4 

1.50 am Viewers Choice Mon Nov 3 Elche v Espanyol 
Sun Nov 2 Stoke v West Ham 6.55 am Fox 4 


1.50 am Viewers Choice 
Sun Nov 2 Leicester v West Asian Champions League Final 
Brom Sun Nov 2 Leg 2: 
1.50 am Fox Sports News Al Hilal v Western Sydney 
Mon Nov 3 Man City v Man 4.30 am Fox 1 
United 
12.00 am Fox 4 A-League 
Mon Nov 3 Aston Villa v Fri Oct 31 Melb City v Adelaide 
Tottenham 7.40 pm Fox 1 
2.50 am Fox 4 Sat Nov 1 Perth v Newcastle 
Tue Nov 4 Crystal Palace v 7.30 pm Fox 1 
Sunderland Sun Nov 2 Sydney v Mariners 
6.50 am Fox 4 5.00 pm Fox 1 
Mon Nov 3 Victory v Phoenix 
7.30 pm Fox 4 


PHOENIX MAKE THEIR STATEMENT 


Wellington Phoenix will not be easy beats — and Mel- 
bourne Victory, their opponents on Monday, should be 
afraid. 

Coming off back-to-back victories — their first since 
Round 18 last season — the revamped Kiwi outfit will 

go all out to make it a hat-trick. Playing against Victory, 
Merrick’s former team is mouth watering. Merrick would 
like nothing better than to bring Victory down to earth 
following Victory’s stunning and against all odds win over 
Melbourne City - and in so doing follow up their wins 
over Mariners (2-1) and Jets (4-1). 

Phoenix, at the time of writing, occupies fourth spot on 
the log. They have drawn a line in the sand. They will get 
rid of the tag — cellar dwellers. 

Obviously their loss against Glory was a hiccup. This team 
is morphing into a formidable combination spearheaded 
by new signings Nathan Burns and Michael McGlincey. 
What a pity they do not receive the spectator support they 
so richly deserve in this rugby mad country. But then Aus- 
tralia, unlike New Zealand, is full of migrants (like me) 
who were brought up with the beautiful game. 
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Phoenix is doing their utmost to promote football on and 
off the field. Their latest community spirited venture fo- 
cuses on families who have children suffering from cancer 
and are staying at Ronald McDonald house. 

The Phoenix fan club, Yellow Fever, have thrown their 
support behind this worthy scheme which will allow 
different families staying at Ronald McDonald House 

to experience a VIP day out at Phoenix’s remaining 11 
games. 

On field action: Phoenix announced the departure of 
fullback Reece Caira, a former Aston Villa and Western 
Wanderers player. This, according to Phoenix was done 
by mutual agreement. Surprising though as Phoenix does 
have a fullback problem. 

In conclusion: In my last column I suggested Australia 
play against teams rated between 60 and 70. Above Aus- 
tralia, countries like Haiti, Oman and Zambia. The Kiwis 
need to look at teams like Zambia, Guinea Bissau and the 
Philippines for warm up and reality check games 
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THE NEW INDOOR SOCCER 


Best social comps going 


mail@futsaloz.com.au Mob: 0438 000 386 Ph: 9737 0124 
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Carlton remain undefea 
with hard fought win over Ashburton 


E00 d Op 


“Finance & 
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By Jimmy Soufis 


uv: ukette 


FINE PASTRIES 


Carlton makes it three from three 


On to the Men’s round three action and 
opening up the card we saw in form 
Fitzroy take on bottom placed Balwyn. 
With Balwyn acquiring star keeper 
Giobatta Bianchini their cause was 
definitely helped as they only trailed 1-0 
at the half time break. Balwyn fought 
back during the second half but it 
would not be enough as Fitzroy record- 
ed a 4-2 victory to remain undefeated. 
Next up struggling Metropolitan took 
on the wounded Pascoe Vale and they 
were right in the contest early on as the 
scores stood at 2-1 to Pascoe Vale at 

the half time break. The second was a 
different story as Pascoe’s fitness proved 
too much running over the top of their 
opponents 6-3 to get back to winning 
ways. Following on from Fitzroy and 
Pascoe victories we saw Hume take on 
the Vic Vipers as the title chasing Vipers 
looked to get back into the winners 
circle. A late goal in the first half gave 
Hume an important first half lead (2-1) 
which would help them build momen- 
tum for the second half. Hume was out 
to a 3-1 lead but couldn't hold it as the 
Vipers battled back to share the spoils at 
3-3. The final game of the night saw un- 


defeated Carlton look to continue their 
form and stay top of the table when 
they took on Ashburton. Carlton were 
right on top in the first half leading 5-2 
at the break and threatening to really 
put the green machine to the sword. To 
their credit though Ashburton battled 
back and got within two goals but never 
close enough as Carlton hung on for a 
7-4 win which see’s them stay clear top 
for another week. 


The second round of Women’s games 
was upon us and to kick it all off we 
saw champions Richmond take on a 
new look Melbounre Uni side. In a 
hard fought first half Richmond held a 
slender advantage leading 2-1 at the half 
time break. The second half was much 
of the same with Melbourne Uni being 
hard to break down Richmond convert- 
ed once more to seal a hard fought 3-1 
win to take their unbeaten run to 25 
games. In the second game of the night 
Ashburton sealed a 3-1 victory over a 
confident Brunswick for their first win 
of the season. 


NIKE V-League Ladder 


Pos Team Name P Points 
1 FC Carlton 3 9 
2 = Fitzroy FC 3 7 
3 Pascoe ValeFC 3 6 
4 Vic Vipers FC 3 4 
5 Ashburton FC 3 3 
6 Hume FC 3 3 
7 MetropolitanFC 3 
8 FC Salwyn 3 
26 Oct 5:00-. Fitzroy FC 
as FC Balwyn 
26 Oct 6:00F Metropolitan FC 
Pascoe Vale FC 
26 Oct 7:00-1 Hume FC 
Vie Vipers FC 
26 Oct 8:00e, Ashburton FC 
FC Carlton 
www.goalweekly.com 
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QéA with Matt Ryan 


Ryan to the Ready for Asian 


Cup Success 


socceroo keeper Matt Ryan talks about football in Belgium 


With Manuel Mafhero Dominguez 


Are you comfortable by replacing Mark Schwarzer as 
the Socceroo goalkeeper? Did anyone give you any 
advice in that respect? 

Obviously Schwarzy had illustrious career at interna- 
tional level and continues to have that at club level. They 
are massive shoes to fill, but I am doing my best to fulfill 
the positions needs. Hopefully the more games I play in 
that environment the better I can get. 


The Socceroos have won only one match of eight in 
2014. Is the team worries about the upcoming AFC 
Asian Cup? 

Everyone is really excited about the Asian Cup. We 
have played some quality opponents recently with a lot 
of new players within the squad. But we all believe in 
our boss's plan to make us a great footballing side and 
have no worries for the Asian cup. It will be a difficult 
tournament but we will be approaching each game with 
no fear and belief we 

can win every game. 


Youre one of the players that has come with Ange 
Postecoglou. How has the team dealt with his arrival 
after prvious coach, Holger Osieck? 

There are a number of new players the boss has brought 
in to many different camps. He ensures us that we are all 
heading in the right direction and has the full support 
of every player. It’s exciting to see the progress we are 
making. 


In your opinion, who’s the player that will lead the 
Australian national team in the coming years? 

Great teams don't have just one player they have a 
number of great players, so it’s hard to single out one 
name. They’re are a lot of opportunities being presented 
to boys in the team and it’s up to them as individuals to 
step up and take that chance. 


How importnant is it for a young player like yourself 
to train and play with players like Tim Cahill? What 
does he teach the younger players? 

For me it was really overwhelming when called into 
camp with the likes of my childhood heroes. It’s very ed- 
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ucational to all us young guys. To see how they conduct 
themselves in a professional manor off the field, the at- 
titude in which they approach training and games. But I 
think the biggest thing is that you recognize they are just 
human beings like you and me, shows us that our 
dreams can come true if you have the utmost dedication 
to being the best you can be. 


Belgium has been a good country to start your career 
in Europe after you trialled with some English clubs. 
Do you wan tto step up to a harder league? 

I want to test myself and play at the highest level for as 
long as I can. I understand that it’s a process to get there 
and maintain that and am very happy at my develop- 
ment thus far. I think another year if not two seasons 

in Belgium with European competition, maintaining a 
high level of playing and I would have gained enough 
experience to move onto bigger and better. I hope. 


Earlier this year rumours circulated that Real Madrid 
is in talks to play in Australia. What would you say to 
convince them? 

For the football side of things I think Australia has a lot 
to offer. I think many Spanish people would be surprised 
that the level is higher in Australia then what people 
give it credit for. Recent results against Juventus and 
Liverpool show that and obviously Man 

united was a bit of a bigger score line but still very enter- 
taining. Also to see the beautiful country that it is. 


Is the world of a goalkeeper as hard as it seems? How 
do you deal with criticism? 

Everyone says you have to be crazy to be a goalkeeper 
which is true I guess. We get put in a lot of vulnerable 
situations. We don’t have the luxury of making mistakes 
and not being punished so it requires very good mental 
strength to play the position. Criticism is apart of sport 
and life. You just have to accept it from the right people 
to make you a better player. 


WANT TO PLAY 
SOCCER IN 


THE USA? 


TRIALS 


The 


Charles Dickens 
Cavern 


Melbourne NSR 


Live Football Open 7 days 10am till late 
290 Collins St Melb Tel: 9654 1821 AUSTRALIA 


THIS IS FOOTBALL - TEAMWEAR SPECIALIST 
Australia’s leading teamwear supplier since 2003 wetka cupoe 


To request your club's copy of the 2015 NIKE TSA Catalogue, & TIF order form & price list 
please email: thisisfootball@live.com.au 
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INTER STRIPED JERSEY STRIKER JERSEY VICTORY i JERSEY PARK peey JERSEY aa arose! 


Authentic NIKE Supplier to the Konga Cup 


8 colour options 10 colour options 7 colour options 8 colour options ‘olour options 
Senior $27.94 Senior $25.40 Senior $22.86 Senior/Youth sm $20.32 
Youth $25.40 Youth $22.86 Youth $20.32 $21.59 Youth $16.51 


& 
— o 
y ; f LS 
- = x 
NIKE SHORTS PARK SOCKS PARK GK JERSEY STRIKE TOP TRAINING TEAM TRAINING 
oll styles 11 colour options 2 colour options 2 colour options 3 colour options 
Senior $16.51 Senior/Youth Senior/Youth sees ee sas 
Youth $13.97 $8.38 $44.45 $19.05 $12.70 
Also available: GK Apparel, Tracksuits, Jackets, Polos, Bibs, Bags and much, /more! 


Prices listed are per unit, GST exclusive and subject to availaibility. Terms & conditions 


www.thisisfootball.com.au * email: thisisfootball@live.com.au * phone: 03 9428 3088 
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Photo: Les Shorrock Collection, Deakin University 


Given the historical antagonism between 
the codes, it usually comes as a surprise to 
learn that Aussie Rules had a brief flirtation 
with the world-game in the late ‘90s - VFL/ 
AFL powerhouses Collingwood & Carlton 
both ventured into the then-National Soccer 
League with differing degrees of success. 
The ‘Pies’ consortium, the Warriors, was 

a joint-venture with ex-NSL club Heidel- 
berg - as a result, the iconic Magpies 
nickname could not be used & Heidelberg’s 
amber-gold had to be incorporated into the 
playing-strip. Despite the presence of Soc- 


ceroos like Ernie Tapai (above-right) in its 
playing ranks, the Warriors faltered on and 
off the pitch, folding after one season. 
Bitter foes Carlton (below) fared better 

in their venture, with a logo derivative of 
its AFL-counterpart and reaching the NSL 
Grand Final on debut, losing to South Mel- 
bourne. Despite boasting future-Socceroos 
Simon Colosimo, Mark Bresciano, Vince 
Grella and Josh Kennedy, financial mishaps 
& eventual on-field mediocrity spelled the 
end for the Blue’baggers during the 2000- 


01 season. 
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ASK THE EXPERTS: Rd 04 


THE VERDICT Melb City - 8 Adelaide - 3 Draw- 4 Wanderers - 13 AL Halili- 1 Draw - 2 
Glory - 14 Jets- 1 Draw-0 Sydney FC- 14 Mariners - 1 Draw - 0 Victory - 15 Phoenix - 0 Draw - 0 


Mark Boric 
08 | Seorge 08 | pe ae A 08 | When they were called 
Donikian cites Melbourne Heart they had 

City Melb City _s Adelaide heart in name only, now there 
Glory Glory Perth Glory has been a name change they 
Draw Wanderers Wanderers have no heart at all. Just like 
Sydney Sydney FC Sydney FC the Tin Man from The Wizard 
Victory Victory Victory of OF: 
Last week: 3 Last week: 4 Last week: 4 Brisbane Roar, whilst not 
Working Dog Productions Media Mogul No.1 Victory ticket holder ‘tite lacking the courage of 


the Lion from that same moy- 


Andy 08) Ross 08) Jimmy ie, are certainly not the lions of 
old. They will get some players 
ones Alatsas Campbell back, but it’s apparent already 


City City Melb City that the key departures have 
Glory : Glory Perth not been adequately replaced. 
Wanderers Wanderers Wanderers It seems Barcelona Joe’s 
Sydney FC Sydney FC Sydney Adelaide United could be the 
Victory Victory Victory real deal. If Marcelo Carrusca 
Last week: 4 % Last week: 4 Last week: 4 stays fit all season they could 
NSL Champ / Fox Sports GM Greek Media Group Former Socceroo tiki take it all. 


Graham Arnold is settling 
in nicely at Sydney FC. He 
Peter 08) may have been grumpy with 


John 


Steeman L'a 
Sleeman 


Katholos 


a midweek FFA Cup tie but 

Melbourne City Adelaide Adelaide against the Roar he'd have 
Perth Glory Glory Perth been pleased with the amount 
Al- Hilal Wanderers Draw of progress the side has made. 
ike FC Sydney FC Sydney FC He was also probably delight- 

"y Victory Victory a ed to get a referee who wasn’t 
Last week: 2 Last week: 4 Lastweek:4 embarrassing as well. 
Reigning Tipping Champ Original Captain Socceroo Former Socceroo Worrying times for the Jets. 


A heavy defeat and still winless 


Eddie John 03 for the season. At least being 
e e skint they have some excuse, 
Krncevic Perin which you can’t say about 
Draw Draw Millionaire City. 
Glory Perth Wellington played some 
Wanderers Wwsw good stuff to get their win, 
Sydney FC Mariners SFC racking up four goals in the 
Victory Victory Victory . process. Nathan Burns got a 
Last week: 3 Last week: 3 Last week: 1 ta couple, but he’d still be one 
Former Socceroo World Cup ‘74 Socceroo Hall of Fame Socceroo of the last players I'd pick to 


have in a one-on-one situation 
with a goalkeeper if my life 
Kiss Of depended on a goal being the 


Death outcome. 
The Wanderers are on the 


=~ 06 


Melb City Me City ae verge of conquering Asia. Even 
Glory ry ry though the return leg is at 
Wanderers Wanderers Wanderers 4 h ill probabl 
Sydney FC Sydney FC Sydney FC 30am, there will probably 
Monee, ; 5 be more people in Melbourne 

Victory Victory Victory Ee PEOP 

watching this one than last 
Last week: 3 Last week: 3 Last week: 3 


Saturday night’s game. 
Sth Melb & NSL Legend Former Socceroo GW Contributors yaw goalweekty.com (38) 


FOXTEL NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE ROUND 2 
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Marc Marino (Melb City) forces his way past 
Shayne D’Cunha (left) and Jake Adelson but 
looses the ball. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


FFA Centre of Excellence 1 
Central Coast 1 


Brisbane Roar 1 
Adelaide United 0 


Melbourne Victory 3 
Perth Glory 1 


Melbourne City 4 
Wanderers 1 


Sat 1 Nov Melb City FC v FFA Centre; 
of Excellence Broadmeadows Valley 
Park, Westmeadows 2:00 PM 


Sat 1 Nov Melb Victory v Brisbane 
Roar FC Lakeside Stadium, Albert 
Park 2:30 PM 


Sun 2 Nov Perth Glory v Newcastle 
Jets Intiga Stadium, Inglewood 
11:00 AM 


Sun 2 Nov Wanderers v Adelaide Utd 
Blacktown International Sportspark 
2:30 PM 


Mon 3 Nov Sydney FC v Mariners 


wPewWwoOL FA P 
Lambert Park, Leichhardt 6:00 PM @ ~ Metboume viet Or a ier ae Vr ae 
@ ~ Brisbane Roar U21 224 ADO) Tige 1 4s 

® ~ Central C. Mar. 2440 oO mS 

© ~ Melbourne City U21 Bie SOLA! wt 8 

@ ~ Adelaide Unite S49 04 Og 4 vg 

@ ~ Perth Glory u21 yi ed vos, NR ies Oe Pier) 

@ ~ Westem Sydne 245 O44 26 2s 

© + Newcastle Jets U21 4 0 40) O23) 4 


t was a busy Sunday afternoon in 

Melbourne as both City and the 
Victory played host to their respective 
opponents in the pair's first NYL 
games on home turf. It was all smiles 
in the state as well as both teams came 
away with their first wins for season 
2014-15. 
Melbourne Victory netted threefor 


off with muscle tightness. 

Playmaker Luka Prelevic got the hosts 
off to a perfect start with his third 
minute effort, before Marc Marino 
added a second just before half-time. 
A goal for either side — Stefan Mauk 
for City and Michael Trajkovski for 
the Wanderers — followed in quick 
time before Marino wrapped up a 


been bitterly disappointed given their 
strong showing against City the week 
prior. Young Socceroos midfielder 
Devante Clut’s seventh minute effort 
proved the difference in a tight 
contest. 

The final game of Round 2 between 
Newcastle Jets and Sydney FC is yet to 
be played at the time of writing. 


the second week running as Andrew 
Nabbout grabbed himself a brace to 
take his season tally to three goals, 
while Joey Katebian tapped home to 
score for a second week running. Jo- 
seph Knowles had earlier equalised for 
the Glory as he leapt highest to header 
home from a corner. 

On the other side of town, City’s 
high press accounted for a toothless 
Western Sydney Wanderers 4-1 as a 
number of returning senior players got 
game time. Jonatan Germano, Ben 
Garuccio and Connor Chapman were 
amongst those who got minutes in 
Broadmeadows, with the latter coming 


convincing score line with his second 
late on. 

Earlier in the week, the FFA Centre 
of Excellence played out a 1-1 draw 
with Central Coast in the nations cap- 
ital. 16-year-old local Trent Buhagiar 
capped off a flowing team move to slot 
home his first NYL goal, giving his 
team a deserved lead in the process. 
While the Mariners were fantastic on 
the day, they weren't able to take maxi- 
mum points back with them as Daniel 
Arzani equalised before the break. 

‘The final game of the week saw 
Brisbane Roar steal a narrow 1-0 win 
over Adelaide United, who would’ve 


Looking towards this week’s fixtures, 
Melbourne fans are once again treated 
to a plethora of youth football action 
as both City and Victory again square 
off simultaneously; facing the Centre 
of Excellence and Brisbane respec- 
tively. 

The Wanderers get their first chance 
to impress at home against Adelaide 
on Sunday, while Perth entertain New- 
castle on the other side of the country. 
‘The clash of the NSW sides also sees 
Sydney host Central Coast on the 
Monday in what promises to be a tan- 
talising week of youth league football. 
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RESULTS 
Melbourne Victory 0 
Canberra United 1 
(Ashleigh Sykes 29’) 


a 


Action between Wanderers 
and Sydney FC 


Adelaide United 1 
(Kristy Moore 61') 
Perth Glory 0 


Newcastle Jets 4 (ori 
Huster 36’, Emily Van Egmond 22 
37’, 61’ pen, Laura Alleway 
48' 0.g,) 

Brisbane Roar 1 
(Tameka Butt 90’) 


(= 


Sydney FC 1 ( 
Jasmyne Spencer 55’) 


Western Sydney : S : STANDINGS 

Wanderers 2 (Keelin Winters i . se #) Team “MP Ww oODOL OF OA 
1 Tai , ; > @ Perth Glory 7601 5 
6’, Teigan Allen 63’ 0.g.) ae Slgeng wientents 

@ ~ Newcastle Jets 7403 6 8 8 12 

© Canberra United 7403 21 + 12 

7 ‘ © ~ Melboume Victory 78°22: :048 1 

! a: Ww Z @ ~ Adelaide United 7208 5 6 -1 6 

Wester Sydne 720 & 10 2 -8 6 

+ Brisbane Roar 7145 0 6 4 


[ was one of the most surprising weeks 
ever in the Westfield W-League as a 
round of upsets threw the competition 
wide open meaning that Round 7, 2014 
will go down in history as the weekend 
of the underdog. The surprises started 

on Saturday at Adelaide Shores Football 
Centre as Adelaide United, fresh off 
their success away to Canberra, stunned 
League leaders Perth Glory, ending their 
six match winning streak, with a 1-0 win. 
The Lady Reds were well worth the result 
as well with goal-scorer Kristy Moore 
hitting the post before netting the 6st 
minute match-winner. 

At Etihad Stadium a W-League record 
crowd of 14,068 witnessed Canberra 
United get their top four hopes back on 
track with a single goal triumph over 
reigning champions Melbourne Victory. 
The match, played as part of a dou- 
ble-header before the Melbourne derby, 
was settled by Ashleigh Sykes first goal of 
the season just before the half-hour. The 
forward slamming home the rebound 
after Cassandra Dimovski had denied 
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Michelle Heyman. 

Up at Magic Park in Newcastle the Jets 
consigned the Matildas’-studded Bris- 
bane Roar to the foot of the competition 
ladder with a thumping 4-1 win. The 
hosts were led by another outstanding 
display from Emily Van Egmond who 
scored twice, once from the penalty spot. 
Tori Huster had given Newcastle the 
lead before Van Egmond’s first and an 
own goal from Laura Alleway had the 
Jets in complete control. Tameka Butt 
landed a late consolation for a Roar team 
in disarray. 

There was more to come on Sunday 
in the live ABC TV match as Western 
Sydney Wanderers downed Sydney FC 
in the derby, winning 2-1 at Sydney 
United Sports Centre. The Wanderers 
could have had a far greater margin of 
victory but wasted a number of chances 
after Keelin Winters had put them ahead 
from the penalty spot. Linda O’Neill saw 
a goal harshly ruled out for offside before 
Jasmyne Spencer equalised for the Sky 
Blues. Parity lasted only eight minutes 


however as a Teigen Allen own goal gave 
the Red & Blacks the points. 

The pick of this weekend’s fixtures sees 
Melbourne Victory host pace-setters 
Perth Glory at Lakeside Stadium on 
Sunday. Adelaide United travels to Jack 
McLaughlin Oval to tackle high flying 
Newcastle Jets in the other Sunday 
match. Twenty-four hours earlier Can- 
berra United will be looking to claim a 
home win over Western Sydney Wander- 
ers at McKellar Park whilst Sydney FC 
and Brisbane Roar meet at Lambert Park. 
Round 8 

Canberra United V Wanderers 

Sat 01 Nov KO 05:00PM McKellar 
Park 

Sydney FC V Brisbane Roar 

Sat 01 Nov KO 05:00PM - Lambert 
Park 

Melbourne Victory V Perth Glory 

Sun 02 Nov KO 03:00PM - Lakeside 
Stadium 

Newcastle Jets V Adelaide United 

Sat 29 Nov KO 03:00PM - Jack Mc- 
Laughlan Oval 


Sin’ 


Dv appointment after 
the World Cup debacle was 


controversial, but the new coach has 
quickly gained some respect especial- 
ly with the media by implementing a 
set of rules with its national team. 
According to an article published by 
Folha newspaper last week, Dunga’s 
return as national team boss gave a 
manual of conduct selected to per- 
manently do away with some of the 
behavior the players demonstrated 
during this year’s World Cup. 

No more “Havaianas” (flip flops), 
earrings and hats. Sixteen objects 
are explicitly banned by the new 
coaching staff. Players must dress 
in the team uniform and can not 
use their electronic devices (laptops, 
tablets) during team meals, sessions 
and meetings. 

Dunga has also implied full 
knowledge of the national anthem as 
mandatory and finally, there is to be 
no discussion of religion or politics. 

“We are not prohibiting anything, 


DUNGA APPLIES DISCIPLINE 


there were rules already. We are 
suggesting some things we thought 
were important. The players are 
responsible for their own acts and 
depending on what happens we will 
decide how we respond.” 

Dunga is determined to get the 
Brazilians back to their glory days, 
and he believes one way is more 
discipline. 

Last month, he dropped veteran 
right back Maicon from exhibition 
matches in the United States because 
he broke curfew. 

“T think fans demanded more or- 
ganization in the national team,” he 
said. “From what we've seen so far, 
the players liked what was presented 
to them, now they know what the 
limits are.” 

The team has also responded on the 
field. Brazil has won all four matches 
under Dunga, beating Ecuador, 
Colombia at Sun Life Stadium, 
Argentina and Japan. 

For the next two matches, he did 
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not call up any domestic league 
players, leaving them behind for 
the key rounds of the Campeonato 
Brasileiro. Instead, he went with an 
all-Europe team that includes three 
intriguing newcomers Luiz Adriano, 
Roberto Firmino, and Douglas 
Costa. Of the 23 players on the 
roster, only seven were on the World 
Cup team. 
Adriano, who plays for Ukrainian 
club Shakhtar Donetsk, made world 
headlines last week when he became 
the second player in history to score 
five goals in a Champions League 
match. Lucas Moura and Thiago 
Silva, both of whom play in France 
for PSG, are also on the roster. But 
Silva will not be wearing the captain’s 
armband. Dunga announced that 
younger Barcelona star Neymar will 
be the captain. 
Adriano’s teammate Costa, was also 
called up for Brazil’s friendly matches 
on November 12 against Turkey and 
November 17 against Austria. 
www.goalweekly.com 


Remembering an 
Aussie football 


legend 


ea in late 2002 or early 2003, and I fondly 

recall telephoning Johnny by to discuss my frustration 
about Soccer Australia not listening to the ideas of fans. 
He grasped my points and encouraged me to call in that 
evening to his ABC radio half hour football program, and 
would make sure I was put through live to air. True to his 
word, I was able to convey my views and his parting words 
were to “never give up hope and the struggle”. 


Not long after that, a life threatening lung cancer con- 
dition was made public via a live segment on football by 
SBS television alongside Les Murray. 


Despite the challenges of intensive treatments and their 
side effects including infections, Johnny was able to 
continue his projects to advance football. Remarkably 
this continued until the week leading up to his untimely 
passing. It included being there for the official 
announcement launched by Frank Lowy of the new 
A-League, to start the following year. 


Johnny had long believed in the potential and ability of 
Lowy to take the reins by leading Australia’s national body 
from a fractured rabble to a united and forward thinking 
entity. Part of this was our integration with the Asian 
Football Confederation, as he had long 

advocated this was where our long term best interests were 
to be nurtured and developed. Forming relationships and 
critically putting forward what Australia could offer the 
Confederation and its members were key elements of such 
an approach. 


Johnny’s vision has already been overwhelmingly vindi- 
cated including: the Socceroos playing at three successive 
World Cups finals; a national full-time professional club 
league; youth and women’s leagues; the national curricu- 
lum; coaching qualification pathways on par with UEFA; 
and vastly improved governance and structures of the 
national and state-territory associations. 


He would have revelled in the amazing success that has 
inspired and embraced by the multi-cultural communities 
of western Sydney. The Wanderers epitomise the best of 


s) 


National Team 
Scene 


what our football (not “bloody soccer”) offers like no 
other sport can regardless of gender, cultural 
background, race, ethnicity, religion, age or physical 
abilities. 


We will continue to recognise Johnny Warren with a 
special place in our hearts for generations to come. Thanks 
to our dear comrade for the inspiration to pursue and 
achieve so much more. You told us so. 


Feedback and comments encouraged via Twitter @ 


PabloFootball 


Pablo’ regular column on our national teams scene will 
return in two weeks time. Apart from this tribute to Johnny 
Warren, this week he is travelling to Riyadh for the second leg 
of ACL final. Look out for his exclusive reports and photos on 
the latter in the next edition of GW. 


Johnny Warren’s Life Achievements 


As player: 

Senior career 

1959-62 Canterbury-Marrickville Olympic 
1963-64 St George-Budapest 

1964 Stockport County 

1965-74 St George-Budapest 

Australian national team 

1965-74 appearances 42 and 6 goals 
(captain 24 times) 


Head coach: 

1974 St George-Budapest 

1977-78 Canberra City 

Major awards: 

MBE 1974 

Sport Australia Hall of Fame inductee 1988 
Football Hall of Fame (FFA): Hall of Champions 1999 
Australian Sports Medal 2000 

Centenary Medal 2001 

OAM 2002 

Australian Sports Commission Lifetime Achievement Award 
2004 

FIFA Centennial Order of Merit 2004 
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The World Game| EPL 


aa 


ENGLAND 


Hammers stun Man City 


\ X Jest Ham produced the shock 

of the round with a 2-1 win 
over Manchester City, bringing the 
Hammers within a point of the reigning 
champions. 

Liverpool once again showed bluntness 
to their attack with a 0-0 draw at home 
to Hull City, with Mario Balotelli draw- 
ing heavy criticism for his performance. 

Chelsea’s lead at the top has been 
trimmed to just four points following 
their 1-1 draw with Manchester United. 
Didier Drogba had given the Blues 
the lead in the first half but Robin van 
Persie rescued a point for his side in the 
dying minutes. 

That result allowed Southampton 
to gain ground on Mourinho’s team 
following their 1-0 win over Stoke at St. 
Mary’s. The Saints secured their fourth 
straight home win thanks to Sadio 
Mane’s first half strike. 

Sunderland continued their poor 
run, gifting Alexis Sanchez both goals 
in their 2-nil defeat to Arsenal. The 
Gunners took advantage of other results 
to climb into fifth place. 

West Brom and Crystal Palace played 
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out a thrilling 2-2 draw at the Haw- 
thorns. Goals from Brede Hangeland 
and Mile Jedinak had put the visitors 
ahead, but Victor Anichebe started 

the Baggies comeback before Saido 
Berahino scored an injury-time penalty 
to win a point. 

Swansea eased to a 2-0 win at home to 
Leicester thanks to a double from the 
in-form Wilfried Bony. The Welsh side 
now re-enter the top six after ending a 
run of five games without a win. 

Samuel Eto’o showed no signs of age in 
Everton's 3-1 win over Burnley with two 
goals, including a fine strike from 25 
yards to seal the points. 

Newcastle made it back-to-back wins in 
North London after a shock 2-1 result 
over Tottenham, with Sammy Ameobi 
and Ayoze Perez cancelling out Emma- 
nuel Adebayor’s opener. 

Finally, QPR notched up their second 
win of the season to move off the bot- 
tom of the ladder against Aston Villa, 
who have now gone over eight hours 
of football without finding the back of 
the net. 


#) team upwokrA OD P 
BD Chelsea 9720 2% 9 15 23 
B ~ Southameten 96142 0 S 15 19 
B® ~ Manchester Cty 952290 9 17 
© ~ West Ham United 95 313 712 5 6 
B® « Arsenal 93 S16 4 4 
@ ~ Swansea City 9 4 2 3:13:10 +3 14 
@ ~ Liverpoot 9423 1312 1 1% 
@ ~ Manchester United 93 4 2 6 13 +3 13 
93233 ww 2 22 
926562313 0 
ss 24n 2 
ex. 248M 2H 
9243293 4 6 
@ ~ Newcastle United 9243 08 5 0 
+ Aston Villa 93185 4% 0 0 
+ Crystal Palace 92349% 3 9 
= Leicester City s234ne 4 9 
~ Sundedand 9153 867 4 8 
+ Queens Park Ra 9216 8 BW 0 7 
+ Bumiley 9045 § HH 4 
West Ham United 2-1 Manchester City 
Liverpool 0-0 Hull City 
Southampton 1-0 Stoke City 
Sunderland 0-2 Arsenal 
West Bromwich ... 2-2 Crystal Palace 
Swansea City 2-0 Leicester City 
Bumley 1-3 Everton 
Tottenham Hotspur 1-2 Newcastle United 
Manchester United 1-1 Chelsea 
Queens Park Ra... 2-0 Aston Villa 
Newcastle United ws —_—_Liverpool 
Arsenal ws Bumley 
Chelsea ws Queens Park Ra 
Everton ws Swansea City 
Hull City = Southampton 
Leicester City Vis West Bromwich 
Stoke City ue West Ham United 
Manchester City M3 Manchester Unite: 
Aston Villa ws Tottenham Hotspu 
Crystal Palace Ws. Sunderiand 


One to 
watch! 


Despite their less-than-impressive 
results in the previous round, this 
weekend's Manchester derby is a game 


not to be missed. Louis van Gaal is still 

struggling to build his team at United, 

while Manuel Pellegrini will be hoping 

to match last season’s result at the 

Etihad, when his side came away with 
impressive 4-1 victory. 
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TO REGISTER VISIT ARSENALSOCCERSCHOOLSVIC.COM.ALI 
~ >. info@arsenalsoccerschoolsvic.com.au » |: 0415 766 746 
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The World Game) La Liga 
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Pepe Lopez 


Despite a slow start to the La Liga, 
Real Madrid leaped into champion- 
ship favourite status after a convincing 
3-1 home win in the first “El Clasico’ 
of the 2014-15 season. They remain 

1 point behind Barcelona and Sevilla 
behind in the La Liga standings, but 
the title race after 9 rounds sees a 
remarkable 5 teams all within 2 points 
of the top position. Barca and Sevilla 
sit top on 22 points, Real Madrid are 
next on 21 points, then its Atletico 
Madrid and Valencia in equal 3rd 
place on 20 points. Betting agency 
Bet365’s current title odds have Real 
Madrid at $1.83, Barcelona $2.10, 
Atletico Madrid represent excellent 
value at $23, Valencia $67 and Sevilla 
$151. 


Speaking with Eastern European 
media, Real Madrid’s Croatian mid- 
fielder Luka Modric was full of words 
and relief after victory in “El Clasico’; 
“We felt the pressure early on in 

the game because of the importance 


of the Clasico. We feared losing 
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the game and letting Barcelona go 
seven points clear in the title race. 
But Barcelona also showed in those 
opening 15 minutes that they will 
punish you even if you give them very 
little space. Barcelona are very strong, 
but they looked powerless because we 
were great. The key was Iker Casillas’ 
save to deny Lionel Messi. It would 
have been very hard to get back into 
the game had Barcelona gone 2-0 up. 
We showed our mental strength and 
stability by fighting back. This was 
Madrid’s best performance since I 
got here. We showed what we can do 
against top opposition. We showed 
that nobody can fight us if we make 
good use of our quality. We could 
have scored even more. But beating 

a team that hadn't conceded a single 
goal until this game 3-1 is a great per- 
formance. This win is a big boost for 
us, but we shouldn't get carried away. 
Barcelona are still one point clear.” 


The result in ‘El Clasico’ is sure to 
raise questions of Barcelona's coach 
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Athletic Club 
Barcelona 
Elche 

Real Sociedad 
Granada 

Rayo Vallecano 
Deportivo La C. 
Villarreal 
Atlético Madrid 


Almeria 
Real Madrid 
Valencia 
Cérdoba 
Eibar 
Malaga 
Espanyol 
Sevilla 
Getafe 
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NEXT MATCH 
Deportivo La C Getafe 
Real Madrid 
Cordoba 
Celta de Vigo 
Malaga 


Granada 

Allético Madrid 

Barcelona 

Real Sociedad 
Aihletic Clud Sevilla 

Villarreal Valencia 
Levante Almeria 

Elche Espanyol 


Luis Enrique’s ability to drive his star 
studded squad to success this season, 
having just acquired the high priced 
Luis Suarez from Liverpool. Not 
helping matters was new Barcelo- 

na defender Jeffrey Mathieu, who 
claimed after the loss that he was not 
familiar with the position he played in 
the match; “I was surprised. But it’s 
the coach (Luis Enrique) who decides 
where I play.” 


The World Game |Serie A 


Luca Cetta 


Napoli approached Sunday’s home 
match against Verona under immense 
pressure. While recent domestic 
results had improved, performances 
were still lacking and when they lost 
to Young Boys in the Europa League, 
frustrations surfaced. Fans took theirs 
out on the team bus, pelting it with 
objects. Rafael Benitez said his team 
lacked desire to win in Switzerland, 
while counterpart Uli Forte noted he 
was happy to see Napoli resting their 
big guns. 


The biggest of all, Gonzalo Higuain, 
had laboured through the start of the 
season without a Serie A goal to his 
name, fuelling rumours of a transfer. 
His issue was perhaps symptomatic of 
the struggles of the entire team. Fan 
enthusiasm had dropped and only 
25,000 were in attendance for the 
visit of Verona. 


As if things couldn't get worse, 

Napoli conceded within 60 seconds. 
They managed to fight back by half 
time and Marek Hamsik’s second of 
the night had them ahead shortly 
after the interval. The visitors hit 
back, before Higuain finally opened 
his League account. He would 
eventually finish with a hat-trick as 
Napoli produced their best football of 


the season to win 6-2. It was a result 


and performance they sorely needed 
to inject confidence. For Benitez the 
match was “a sign of what the team 
can do.” 


Following the midweek clash away 
to Atalanta, after press-time, is an- 
other test of their credentials against 
high-flying Roma. The pair were 
expected to be the clubs to battle 
Juventus for Serie A supremacy, but 
so far only the Romans are up to the 
task. They may have been taught a 
Champions League lesson by Bayern 
Munich, but are keeping pace with 
the Turin giants. Three points adrift 
following a scoreless draw against 
unbeaten Sampdoria, their midweek 
clash had them at home to Cesena. 


For both sides this ‘Derby of the 

Sur’ is an important one. Napoli 

still harbour Scudetto ambitions, but 
claiming the final Champions League 
position looks a more realistic goal. 
There are five clubs vying for that 
position, as well as early surprises 
Udinese and Sampdoria. Roma are 
engaged in a knock-down drag-out 
fight with Juventus — who are away 
at newly promoted Empoli — and 
need to keep up the pace given the 
Bianconeri’s strength. The capital club 
have won on just one of their past 
five League trips to Naples. 


STANDINGS 


RESULTS 


Sassuolo 
Atalanta 
Cagliari 

Fiorentina 

Genoa 
Internazionale 
Palermo 
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Empoli 
Napoli 
Milan 
Udinese 
Juventus 
Sampdoria 
Chievo 
Cesena 
Parma 


Roma 
Torino 
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NEXT MATCH 
Lazio 
Roma 
Juventus 
Internazionale 


Hellas Verona 
Napoli 
Empoli 
Parma 
Chievo 
Sampdoria 
Torino 
Udinese 
Milan 


Sassuolo 
Fiorentina 
Atalanta 
Genoa 
Palermo 


One to 
watch! 


After a seventh loss from eight match- 
es, Parma chief Tommaso Ghirardi 
claimed the next two matches would 
likely seal Coach Roberto Donadoni’s 
fate. They faced Torino in midweek 
and now host Inter, for whom Walter 
Mazzarri has also come under fire. 


SPLASH THE CASH OR TRUST THE KIDS? 
FRIEND OF THE BOARD Ok FIGHT FOR MORE? 
GO FOR BROKE OR PARK THE BUS? 
KEEP YOUR COOL OK SHOW YOUR PASSION? 
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